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Lord Ganesha, affectionately
called Ganapati is commonly
depicted in homes and offices
throughout India as chubby,
smiling and a little
mischievous. His devotees
ascribe to Ganesh the ability to
bestow wisdom and wealth
upon us humans, thus making
him probably the most popular
deity in the Hindu pantheon. To
repay Ganesha's bounty, in
India, around September every year the entire population
celebrates the ten day festival of Lord Ganesha's birthday. In
the Hindu lunar month of Bhadra, virtually the entire population
of the city celebrates his birth in the ten-day festival of Ganesh
Chaturthi.

The day is also called Dagadi Chautha, or 'stone-throwing
fourth day',in some places, stemming from the belief that if one
inadvertently sees the moon on that night, one should throw
stones on his neighbor’s roof to avert any calamity arising from
the curse. The great festival of Ganeshabegins on this day, with
his idol being ceremonially installed. The next ten days, before
the beginning of the inauspicious dark half of the month, are
spent in praying to the god. These days are considered
especially auspicious due to Ganesha's presence in the idol.
Vighneshwara, theremover of obstacles, reciprocates by using
his powers all through the year.




